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Jacaranda Tales

A Film Festival on Women and Nature
23 - 26 March 2022

About the Film Festival

As if ushering in the International Women’s Day (IWD) in March, the Jacaranda
trees paint the Bangalore skies purple, a colour that feminists have historically used to
represent the Women'’s Liberation movement and more recently, the IWD. Jacaranda Tales
is a celebration of women’s symbiotic relationship with nature, recognising their often-
overlooked contributions to the nurturing of the environment.

Across generations, women have stood up to conserve and protect the environment,
often putting themselves at risk. They have led and participated in several movements
across cultures and geographies. Despite their significant role, they continue to remain
marginalised and vulnerable in the face of multiple challenges that the current and future
scenarios present. This film festival is an attempt at showcasing some of these lesser-known
stories in India and elsewhere.

Holding it in the month of March gives us an opportunity to express solidarity
with International Women’s Day celebrations across the world. In the present context of
increasingly brutalised patriarchies and deepening divides of caste, class and religion,
it is critical to strengthen women’s aspirations by highlighting their stories of resilience,
compassion and hope with women in the forefront.

For the past two years, we have been grappling to find and adjust to new norms and
new ways of living. Welcoming the shift from virtual to the real, it will be held in the Gandhi
Bhavan auditorium, following COVID-19 protocols.

With the receding of the pandemic, as we welcome life returning to familiar ways
of inhabiting, the departures we had to undergo held a mirror to the environmental and
economic challenges that endangered lives and livelihoods. It also laid bare the harsh
realities of privileges and vulnerabilities of different communities. The pandemic not only
altered our relationship with each other but also with nature and the environment at large.
We hope this film festival would further help us in recognising these fissures and contribute
to the narratives needed in the current situation of a changing climate that urgently demands
attention.

The medium of the film helps in creating awareness about environmental issues
cutting across class, gender and literacy as it communicates with participants directly
through image and sound. Through panel discussions with eminent environmentalists and
filmmakers, we aim to bring together women leading these efforts and get insights into
their extraordinary lives and struggles.




About the organisers

Bangalore Film Society (BFS) is a nonprofit organisation consisting of cineastes who explore
cultural politics through the medium of cinema and how cinema impacts and shapes modern
cultural practices, politics and social behaviour. BFS has been organising film screenings
and discussions on feature and documentary films and also has been proactively curating
film festivals and conducting conferences on various themes for the past 40 years.

Bengaluru Sustainability Forum is an inter-institutional collaborative initiative to reflect on
issues of urban and peri-urban sustainability, with a focus on Bengaluru. It aims to explore
sustainability questions in the local context through interdisciplinary conversations and
collaborations involving the city’s expertise and different stakeholders, including the public,
researchers, professionals, start-ups and governance.

Gamana Women's Collective: Gamana from the word meaning journey or departure (Hindi)
and also mindfulness (Kannada) is an informal women’s collective working through SIEDS
that seeks to deepen those areas of community interventions, campaigns, training and
institutional solidarities that many of its members have been involved with for decades as
part of the autonomous women'’s movement.

Karnataka Gandhi Smaraka Nidhi is an autonomous state body for furthering the objective
of perpetuating the memory and message of Gandhiji to the coming generation. It has
housed within its premises various Gandhian constructive institutions such as Karnataka
Sarvodaya Mandal, the Sarvodaya Sahithya Samithi, the Harijan Sevak Sangh. This festival
will be hosted in Gandhi Bhavan, Bangalore.

Gram Seva Sangh is a group of like-minded individuals willing to participate in dialogues
and activities that intend to bridge the widening gap that exists between the cities and
villages. It aims to connect conscious city-dwellers with rural artisans with the intention of
providing learning for the former and a market for the latter.

G Foundation for Art and Culture is a public trust created to promote visual and fine arts by
organising cultural events, talks, workshops, documentaries and films. It intends to create
social and environmental education and awareness through films and documentaries. The
aim is to encourage young documentary / short-film makers by creating a platform to show
their works.

Kriti Film Club is an initiative of KRITI, a development praxis and communication team, a
not-for-profit entity, based in New Delhi, with work across India. They have been screening
documentary films at least once a month since the year 2000 on a range of issues connected
with development, human rights and social attitudes/ trends.
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10:30 AM

11:30 AM

11:50 AM

12:55 PM

1:30 PM

2:30 PM

3:00 PM

3:45 PM

4:05 PM

4:15 PM

4:35 PM

Schedule
DAY 1 : 23rd MARCH 2022, Wednesday

Inauguration by Deepa Dhanraj,
Tea Break

Film screening :
Sudesha @ired by Deepa Dhanraj ew pmees
Film introduction and discussion with filmmaker Deepa Dhanraj

Film screening :
The Last Rhododendron & o Sremneriomy®
by Yashavi Juyal 03788 %2037¢5*

Lunch Break

Film screening :

Water Flows Together Sou3T® Zpes 3005008

by Palmer Morse, Matt Mikkelsen, Taylor Graham

BoiSIT® FSReFET, SIS RIZSS, 13wt 5weo | 12 mins
A Few Acres at a Time & g 2BFFC 9 » 355°

by Will Sardinsky e @e®se®, | 07 mins

Panel Discussion on Food Security
(by Dr. Sylvia Karpagam, Dr. Arshiya Bose and Kavitha Kuruganti)

Film screening :

Seed Guardians &e® TRE 03T

by Kewekrozo Thopi, Tshenyilo-u Chirhah, Vizoli Khamo
BIBRER Bhed, FRSRe—0320 Wree, ATWeees 05k | 13 mins
Food from the Wild myz* 555 & S

by Besutolu Shijoh, Povelu Shijoh, Vepralu Sapu

wSpoBpen) Sdpe, HpSon Swne, ST @oRy | 04 mins

Tea Break

Film screening :

Missing - Women and Climate Change

DIYOTT — AFZP® 90OrS Z e et

by Krishnendu Bose g ecrss «3pe@® | 14 mins

An Uncertain Winter sp° togiSec® 20u30°

by Munmun Dhalaria SNPYO° FSeDOIM | 06 mins

Panel Discussion on Climate Change
(by 'Fridays for Future’)




DAY 2 : 24th MARCH 2022, Thursday

10:30 AM  Film screening :
Coral Woman 8peGes® suisop® by Priya Thuvassery £03% 355g® | 53 mins

11:25 AM  Film screening :
Asha de Vos on Studying Blue Whales
3B B el 9t FROWOIF 1)) i¥eep
by Irushi Tennekoon ©G3 3@{@3@0 | 04 mins

11:30 AM  Tea Break

12:00 PM  Film screening :
Thengapalli Sorszes
by Vandana Menon, Vivek Sangwan, Debashish Nandi
SOBDe Fpet, 2iSess Bony®, B5wes® pon | 09 mins
Aikya (Unity) ©5g (082) by Anjali Khosla t9owes a3pefg | 06 mins
Dance with Hands held Tight @t 3° @ag0rt e 13i°
by Krishnendu Bose, Kavita Das Gupta
5308 WShe® BT o 197 | 62 mins

1:20 PM Lunch Break

2:20 PM Earth Crusader : Remembering Didi Contractor
OrE BB | BII0WBOIT DeRe FodIRFT®
by Shabnam Sukhdev B%55* @22053ei® | 54 mins
A Glow Worm in Jungle » g =53 @p® 200
by Ramana Dumpal Gste momess | 12 mins

3:30 PM Panel Discussion
4:15 PM Tea Break

4:35 PM Film screening :
The Jujurana’s Kingdom & %2)000e50@® &0
by Munmun Dhalaria BPYE® BSHOOIT | 06 mins
Achoubi in Love ©9¢3 9% o
by Meena Longjam &3epe ©e0r3s3® | 30 mins
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1:30 PM
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DAY 3 : 25th MARCH 2022, Friday

Film screening :
SuryaGanga Bro3er0rm by Valli Bindana &t w@orpe | 75 mins

Tea Break

Film screening :

Narmada : A Valley Rises 5ctse: o Sages Sype®
by Ali Kazimi ees %20 | 87 mins

Lunch Break

Film screening :

Agar Woh Desh Banati 95555 3p 5225 w03

by Maheen Mirza &akes® 22930 | 60 mins

Panel Discussion on Critique of Development
(by Bhargavi Rao, Madhu Bhushan and Du Saraswati)

Film screening :
Up the Yangtze = & 033073 by Yung Chang 0320075 %5000 | 93 mins

DAY 4 : 26th MARCH 2022, Saturday

Film screening :
Niyamgiri, You are still Alive 203528 0312 305 @e5* 93
by Suma Jasson @530 2@ 117 mins

Panel Discussion
Tea Break

Film screening :

Ningal Aranaye Kando?

ppeTnodsorne? | @y 030 Rep® I won?

by Sunanda Bhat @igore 453 | 73 mins

followed by a discussion with filmmaker Sunanda Bhat

Lunch Break
Film screening :

Dweepa eI by Girish Kasaravalli >@ez® BoBsSY | 132 mins
followed by a discussion with filmmaker Girish Kasaravalli




Sudesha goges
by Deepa Dhanraj @e% 55T | India | 1983 | 34 mins

; ___

Al

Film Synopsis

The “Chipko” movement was founded in India by peasant women who recognized
the economic consequences of deforestation of their regions and was one of the first
environmental movements in the Third World. This is an account of “Sudesha,” a woman
who lives in the foothills of the Himalayas, who organized the women of her village to save
the forests, thereby challenging the rules of Indian society and women's traditional roles.

33 Bce80Ey ¥0n@Bnomd BRrs BomeRTER) DICoB 3 TH&HahD 2RSSy “B8dy”
Behaleohad) BeFeSTND. Hh dhwdale BH0BE BREw BOTT BELTSTEY 2.0wANE. FH Seooodd
SROTY DO “Bded” 202 Bde, TRITLIY eveTe) ST &&goﬁg SéBab3ay BoTed, & e
gedeead Sumes dabehrieh @) SHEBohd TOBHeoNT TGS B TeSTR.

Filmmaker’s Bio

Deepa Dhanraj is an award winning filmmaker who has been actively involved in the women's
movement since 1980. Over the years, she has participated in workshops, seminars and
discussion groups on various issues related to women'’s status — political participation, health
and education. Deepa has an extensive filmography spanning nearly three decades that
include many series of films on education and health as well as award wining documentaries.




The Last Rhododendron & ewzp Sredresomys®
by Yashavi Juyal 0398& @2032¢° | India | 2022 | 37 mins

rd Films P on

THE LAST AHODODENDRON

Written & Directed by Yashasvi Juyal

Film Synopsis

In a small village in the mountains of Uttarakhand, a daughter is lured by the possibilities of
city life, while her mother is haunted by the prospect of their land’s desolation.

BVBCR0BE B STEYE 2.0th Iy Begahey, BTeEh JIT 2P TerkBEod saEBLETRLSYE,
803 eS0dh S0 S, APy FFeTha ALEFON0T BOSOBIHSYS.

Filmmaker’s Bio

Yashavi Juyal is a self taught Independent Filmmaker & Screenwriter from Uttarakhand,
India. After completing his High School he went to Mumbai and assisted art-directors and
different production houses in Films and Advertisements, mostly as a behind-the-scenes
crew member. Later he worked as a freelance director/cinematographer & editor for
different Studios, mostly developing food shows and contemporary fashion stories. It was in
2014 when he actually decided to make independent films after attending the Mumbai Film
Festival popularly known as MAMI. His short documentary “A Wise Crab"” was an official
selection in JIO MAMI Mumbai Film Festival 2015.




Water Flows Together musos pegs worsmos
by Palmer Morse, Matt Mikkelsen, Taylor Graham w3008 Shegse, SIag® &Dé’&jpﬁ‘,
w3y Twwo | USA 12020 | 12 mins

WATER FLOWS

TOGETHER

SPRUCE TONE FILMS AMERICAN RIVERS TAYLOR GRAHAM
&NITE IZE

Film Synopsis

Water Flows Together is told from Colleen Cooley’s perspective, exploring the ways in which
her Water Flows Together is told from Colleen Cooley’s perspective, exploring the ways in
which her upbringing and her native identity have shaped the way she interacts with the
world. The film is a meditation on the challenges Colleen and her community have faced,
the unique relationship she has with the San Juan River, and the unique opportunities her
role as a river guide affords as she seeks to create positive change.

TE30° PR LVTBHO° B, Bewen® Bew BB GRBeednod P@@erhad, sSod Hed @8 wsd
BQB0dn BH0BLROOOS SB0D VoSBT JTPTSTY TRSAT DAY T VedIB. S BOTB8ZD)
Bewed® DY) 8B0H JRVTODT) AORT BeeVTED, T vz’ 203080 85 BRODTVD @ddg
Bo08 B3y BTe0ees arieRHBobay &R SobHy F& et B adne eBab Hog Borth T
¥SB80E 208 BReRs.

Filmmaker’s Bio

Palmer Morse is an award-winning filmmaker rooted in activism who focuses on using the
devices at hand in our visual and media culture that can drive our society to make change.
Taylor Graham is a multimedia storyteller, Fulbright-Nehru Scholar, and National Geographic
Explorer. Matt Mikkelsen is a sound recordist, audio engineer, and documentary filmmaker.
He has worked as an engineer, sound designer, director, and producer on several award
winning documentaries that have screened around the world but has devoted most
of his professional career to observing, recording, researching, and preserving natural
soundscapes.




A Few Acres at a Time & g5 asEte 0 o 1§
by Will Sardinsky &e® @ese® | USA 12017 | 07 mins

Film Synopsis

A Few Acres at a Time follows Lani Malmberg, a self-proclaimed “gypsy goat lady” who
herds 500 goats around the Western U.S. as a form of ecological weed control. In a world
adverse to innovative solutions, Malmberg has carved out her own professional vocation in
a way that can help inspire lasting change.

) *’cg)é DBTOE WEF D a%abﬁ R IVLFODTIE D0 goi)o Bed3 “ad Bres® Setd” 03D m%abasé 0.9.
B 500 FeBTE) DTS B8 A0HOZRT 2,06 BRHEE) TWETYT. BT BOTTTET BSTRVTT
20T, dpeFoarte Sl g’oé F@ud8obay 83083med %%3 aderaBobay SededTen BRITAHS
oez3ahy CRrdQugS.

Filmmaker’s Bio

Aesthetically intrigued with an interest in how stories can create connection for communal
well-being, Will Sardinsky is passionate about exploring the relationship between humans
and their environment. Will's work expresses his fondness of the Colorado landscape, making
vast, untouched areas of the West a home for his subject and his audience.Will graduated
with self-designed B.A. in Ecological Journalism and Media from Colorado College.




Seed Guardians gers mzconsg
by Kewekrozo Thopi, Tshenyilo-u Chirhah, Vizoli Khamo 8Z38rwEn @res, C'Q@eﬁ}ae—ow)
WBBec, DBYped 2030 | India | 2017 1 13 mins

-
!

In a time when seed companies are luring the farming communities with its array of seeds,
women farmers in Nagaland’s Phek district are asserting their right to ‘Seeds sovereignty’.
This film captures the invaluable knowledge and significant role of eight Chakhesang-Naga
women who have been saving and protecting their traditional seeds. The voices of the seed
guardians are a true testament of women'’s resilience and courage in the face of climate
adversity, food and nutritional insecurities.

2ead BoBACLE) S Bedeod weatiuod 38 SxvmechTes eane &tﬁggd)d Jodhidey, a‘aoae;aéotﬁ&
350 2dod DiZe G wemsd ToDERPDZT BTWY BITODZTRC. T BOTBZDY S
DOPRONS 29eeIERY evERIE ) TEIE DOLD BABeTIOT™-Te0 eheeodd wsheeEed Hgs whd)
DEZD Begddy SSe@ainSd. Beweod SfEeeseh, B0 &) F0§B08E WIPSTE HBHOTEI
D&Bod3 Sevgnsg D) thabeg der togeabaf FATH deed cegodee.

Food from the Wild z= gm> & &z
by Besutolu Shijoh, Povelu Shijoh, Vepralu Sapu «Sgi@pen 8whe, Bpised 8wmpe, S50
@0y | India | 2017 1 04 mins
Film Synopsis
This film highlights women'’s rich knowledge of forest foods, and their role in the conservation
of forest biodiversity.
S BoRBZD) ¥ BHICCE a3 DHLALT Bezhod ags D) Wk eedihagi3 SodgHoby @E

TZBTY 2 SBT3




Missing - Woman and Climate Change
2IZOTS — QT 9orS BySre® feness
by Krishnendu Bose &gecrss «3peg® | India | 2014 1 14 mins

Film Synopsis

The film argues that 2/3rd of the rural women of India are engaged in natural resource
based livelihood and they bear the brunt of the impact which climate change brings. But
the Indian policy and laws are largely gender blind. They do not recognize one half of the
population engaged in this now climate vulnerable occupation. This film travels around the
country and brings a cross sectorial conversation of women sharing their life and experiences
of the travails of their everyday lives.

gR08n (eoven @He8oboy 2/3 gRCCE) BdD FIOES IOSJRY S008 s PresooliEy
BREONYS Fotke Bosd VERSBONOWTDE JTOeS FawpRn BeSab ¥Eh BedHezenn How
e BOTBZD) PODTA. 8BS PSBead e DY) TJRTE IBeS WOT-WAB). e BRI
BoOrRCER) vdbeiads thare evdaetdy SeEedd ey edsodod vgidn edody JSeed
BOCHEDYDY. S BZD) BeBrerios BadRERITY, DedHahh S, 2eds @) FFoas BeTwSTE
BHB ODeI[CEY BoBBRL)S Jegeah eessd SoBHRY SR,

Filmmaker’s Bio

Krishnendu Bose, after acquiring a Masters degree in Economics from Delhi School
of Economics in 1985, he set up Earthcare Films, making films on wildlife conservation
and environmental justice.Since then has produced several international award winning
documentaries.




An Uncertain Winter s sgiseces acisos
by Munmun Dhalaria BPYE® F55eDOIT | India | 2020 | 06 mins

Film Synopsis

This short film is an ode to life in the frozen
desert, and the resilience of the women
who call it home. Kibber at 4270m is one
~ of the highest inhabited villages across the
| Himalaya. Farming communities, like the
ones residing in Spiti valley, are especially
vulnerable to climate change and its direct
repercussions through fluctuating harvests.
| Women in these remote communities
disproportionately bear the brunt of any
crises that affects the region.

S BB, HIHTYE Bheleaohys e
D) ey DI 0 RS &S $30E
DO DoFOes. 427020 HFSVBYDE  SPO®,
5 Bapoohd e 2BOB 2JBIS YT BFTILY
200003, & BedSoby DOWTIC0S  BH
BRVDODTED VOO BBIVT BRI
AN UNCERTAIN WINTER dhoaberhgs D8y Beatysd wossd Swes
= i by A 00 Sed BomEIdERy JBORS. Se mEmeEs
033 SRTODTEYS SHEBohh w=3 Besd
20edd DO 29eTVE OFvI)T3e esgagdsé eCHY
TS Q0eO BRTLSYT.

Filmmaker’s Bio

Munmun Dhalaria, a NatGeo Explorer, is the director of MoonPeakFilms in India, which
she founded in 2020, where she produces award-winning documentaries about nature,
science, and social justice. Good filming ethics while delivering high-quality cinematic films,
is embedded in her practice.




Coral Woman &reces sumsig®
by Priya Thuvassery &033 0i5g® | India [ 2019 1 53 mins

N, \ Camera - NITASHA KAPAHI, NEFERTITI CHAKRABARTI, ARNAV KAKAR, PRIYA THUVASSERY
. ;'., Location Sound Mixer- AMRITH SHANKAR Post Production Sound edit & Mix AVANTIKA NIMBALKER
- EditSTREENA MOHAN, PRIYA THUVASSERY Music BINDHUMALINI, SRIDHAR VARADARAJAN
Graphics MIDHUN MOHAN Colorist SONU SINGH
Trapslators THARA NANDIKKARA, REENA RAGHAVAMOORTHY
Production controller UMA MANI

Film Synopsis

The Filmmaker's journey with Uma, a certified scuba diver, exploring the underwater world
and the threat to the coral reefs of the Gulf of Mannar. Born in a traditional family, inspired
by the beauty of the corals, Uma learnt how to swim, dive and paint in her 50s, and has since
been trying to bring attention to this alarming environmental crisis through her paintings.

Rededos guodady Bems D) wHogo® Sewah 3TE3 BodCst wsecha weddd axd
BEREesE Jgew BH0° evele WECR0T BOTNY QEIEBST Fodern. TIOHHAONS RENODHY B,
3808 Podabenod Beodoed evae wEd S, 50 3 B30DBY Sean, FHOO® D) BFTSoDIY
TS, WODIOT T BSOBTO BOIC VTP 3B S, JeeBZTE Thwees 93 ThT Jhoben
BAbDYT.

Filmmaker’s Bio

Priya Thuvassery (Director) : Priya Thuvassery is an independent filmmaker and television
producer based in New Delhi, India. She has experience in directing, producing and editing
documentary films and television programmes. ‘Coral Woman' is her first feature-length
documentary film.

Nitasha Kapahi (Cinematographer) : A graduate of FTII (Pune), Nitasha divides her time
between projects in Delhi, Canada and Thailand. She has worked on ad films, documentaries,
television shows, video installations, music videos, short films, and her abiding passion -
underwater cinematography.




Asha de Vos on Studying Blue Whales
%0 B 3peP’ Ep° FROWOIT %)) e
by Irushi Tennekoon ©z28 3@"0181356‘ | Sri Lanka | 2019 | 04 mins

Film Synopsis

‘Asha de Vos on Studying Blue Whales’ (2019) is the first film from the Animate Her series.
In this film, marine biologist and ocean educator Dr. Asha de Vos talks about the giant
blue whale skeleton that inspired her as a child, and the challenges of being a South Asian
woman in science.

S &) BZVoBOVODE, TGO esvege, D) HTC SFwSE, woY & Yeed® BB RO SIS
TE Qears UE Qv 30N BBORTEH a7 D) VeFEY BgH DRyl HeES GbE Seeensd
a3 eegmerRIsys.

Filmmaker’s Bio

Irushi Tennekoon is an illustrator and experimental animator based in Colombo, Sri Lanka.
She is also an educator with a background in English studies and teaches English language
to undergraduates at the University of Colombo. Currently, she is working with a talented
team to create an animated series titled Animate Her. This project is supported by the
British Council’s Creating Heroines programme and features a group of exceptional women
living and working in Sri Lanka.




Thengapalli Zorszes
by Vandana Menon, Vivek Sangwan, Debashish Nandi 5ozsme &050°, 2iSes® Bone®,
Bw8ez® $od | India | 2020 | 09 mins

Film Synopsis

Gunduribari is a tribal village nestled in the forests of the Nayagarh district of Odisha.
Traditionally, the indigenous communities were the keepers of the forests and storehouses
of conservation practices and knowledge systems. Over the centuries these communities
began to be considered as “encroachers”. The Forest Rights Act (FRA), for the first time
in 2006, recognizes the rights of tribal communities to govern and sustainably use their
surrounding forest areas.

HoBLROO 02T 2.8200 JoPCH 28od SR ITHEY FeTATHE WBBEI) WO, TIOFIONTIE),
Bo8® SysHurealteh edhtE OFstgc whd) SoTFEe HO0HC Hetln S0 @RS SEHod
Seeatzengd. SeHpaCE0d gt BeumeahTE) “wegEheSeCth” Hoth BoTHBw FRC0eeNT.
o0gy BBY08 Zeowd (Sewo) odv, 2006 Ty BRGR 200, WEBEY Jeumecheh ) DFEvgw
o0y Be8tE Babg B8 oDV SRFEQechEee w8 BHTBY HHSDSE.

Filmmaker’s Bio

Vandana Menon is a film maker, inter disciplinary visual artist & dramaturge based in
Bangalore, India. Her work ranges from documentaries, & experimental films to live visual
performances. She works with video, sound, animations and interactive technology. Her
work as a visual artist pushes structural and technological boundaries creating multiple,
even interactive narratives with image & sound. .




Aikya (Unity) ws; (252)
by Anjali Khosla oo%es a3me | India | 2019 1 06 mins

Film Synopsis

Over the years, the women of Pachgaon have earned sustainable livelihoods from their
forests. They exercise an important role both in the protection of this natural resource and
in local village governance.

BBOR0T, D&EHD BOP) BJreCB0dT TeBIEIY EN ®eTAReTTO @aﬁe;oas&ogd. e FIOES
BosARen SZbobey S8y gesead ERREs8C803E30Y 8B BRww HFDIY ABE&HTSYT.

Filmmaker’s Bio

Anjali Khosla is one of the Founding members of Moving Images Films Pvt. Ltd., a production
house that has produced several award-winning documentaries over the last 20 years. Most
of the documentaries produced by them can be located in the area of “conservation and
livelihoods”, at the political interface between the environment and local communities in
India.




Dance with Hands Held Tight
o DT wagOrh 8o 135"
by Krishnendu Bose, Kavita Das Gupta saageom wSheE® BT moE® TS |
India | 2005 | 62 mins

Film Synopsis

About 80% of rural women are engaged in livelihoods dependent on natural resources
in India. This intense relationship throws up a whole range of issues and questions. Does
the policy recognize this intensity? Do we value the knowledge systems, which may have
developed among these women? How have women coped with coercion from state in their
accessing of natural resources?

R38Ry TR 803 rRven BibEohD) eEuresHpolT) FBOES VOBIRYLTER) BT30S
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Filmmaker's Bio
Krishnendu Bose, after acquiring a Masters degree in Economics from Delhi School
of Economics in 1985, he set up Earthcare Films, making films on wildlife conservation
and environmental justice.Since then has produced several international award winning
documentaries.

Kavita Das Gupta has over 15 years of professional and organisational experience in
development communication, wildlife and environmental film making, independent
documentary films and participatory video across South Asia and Africa.




Earth Crusader : Remembering Didi Contractor
OEFT BIBEBETS | BrS0WDONT Rede FooiREs®
by Shabnam Sukhdev 253 @0e3er® | India | 2016 | 54 mins

Film Synopsis

This film is about sustainability of an ideology through the mission and vision of Didi
Contractor's mud architecture which draws in natural light and ventillation while also
preserving the natural aesthetics.

Be BOTBZD YOS FeIR k) ToSAChRIT SELIES dede Yers Podabeaidn FoSERI
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Filmmaker’s Bio

Shabnam Sukhdev is an award winning filmmaker and educator with undergraduate
degrees in Psychology and Sociology, and a B. Ed in Special Education. She pursued her
interest in filmmaking by obtaining a 3-year post-graduate Diploma in Cinema from the
Film and Television Institute of India, Pune. Discrimination and human rights issues concern
her deeply and are reflected as recurring themes in her work. She believes that a personal
independent voice can deeply reflect the concerns of a society.




A Glow Worm in Jungle » 8p @mre o wornes
by Ramana Dumpal G moess | India | 2018 | 12 mins

GLOW WORM IN A" JUNGLE
DIRECTOR RAMANA DUMPALA
CGINEMATOGRAPHER RAVISHANKAR KRISHNA

EDITOR FAREEDA AM
IGNER NAITHIK MATHEW EAPEN

Film Synopsis

Glow Worm in a Jungle is about Hema Sane,
a retired Botany professor, who has never
used electricity ever in her life. Surrounded
by nature, amidst a concrete jungle, she
shares her philosophy of life with humor and
wisdom.

Oge S a0 @ 80T 02T el 2esTEY
Q0O BT DBIYT AT IIEIY TWIYES
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Filmmaker’s Bio

Ramana Dumpala worked in the Telugu film
industry as an associate writer for two feature
films. After that he studied both editing and
direction at Film and Television Institute of
India. As a student editor, he edited two
fiction films and one documentary. As a
direction student he directed three fiction
films and one documentary.




The Jujurana’s Kingdom & «somemees sorim»
by Munmun Dhalaria 52053, #5¢5»®03% | India | 2019 | 10 mins

Film Synopsis

A journey into the kingdom of Jujurana, one of the most vulnerable pheasants on our
planet, residing in the backdrop of extreme sociopolitical pressures exerted on a beautiful
temperate and sub alpine forest landscape. The red faced, blue-wattled, horned male of the
species is a gorgeous pheasant, mesmerizing the females with his breathtaking courtship
dance. This short film on the filmmaker's journey into the kingdom of the Jujurana, highlights
what it takes to protect this species at a time that India is rapidly losing its biodiversity.
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Filmmaker’s Bio

Munmun Dhalaria, a NatGeo Explorer, is the director of MoonPeakFilms in India, which she
founded in 2020, where she produces award-winning documentaries about nature, science,
and social justice.

Good filming ethics while delivering high-quality cinematic films, is embedded in her
practice. In 2019, she made her first film for NatGeo titled "The Jujurana’s Kingdom'.




Achoubi in Love s ops e
by Meena Longjam &2em» e30073i55° | India | 2019 | 30 mins

Film Synopsis

The story of Achoubi and her love for the
s R "l g e threatened Manipuri ponies. Defying the

ACHOUBI IN P P o
TX'3l R

odds of age, ill-health, financial challenges
and strained familial relationships, she fights
passionately to save these endangered beings
ANy from extinction. She finds extraordinary
strength and happiness from being with them
and caring for them, creating an incredible
universe of affection and kindness for animals
that most people remain indifferent to.
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Filmmaker’s Bio

Dr. Meena Longjam is an award winning independent filmmaker and the first woman
filmmaker from Manipur to bag national award for her debut documentary film “Autodriver”.
She is a single mother of 2 doting kids who struggle to find time with her role of motherhood
and pursuing her academic and professional pursuits. Her recent work Achoubi in love
was screen at film south Asia, Kathmandu 2019. She is developing more such woman
empowerment films for production.




SuryaGanga @rosxrors
by Valli Bindana i3t w@orsge | India | 2018 | 75 mins

Film Synopsis

SuryaGanga is a film on the social and
environmental effects of big energy
projects. A complex multi-layered film, it
traces the filmmaker's journey across vast
Indian landscapes recording real human
stories amidst the backdrop of ambitious
centralised developmental projects.
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Filmmaker’s Bio

Coming from advertising copy writing
background Valli felt the need to give
my writing a more dynamic life and so
stepped into actually making films, both
short, commercial and long-form. Her first
documentary feature on water, energy
and climate, ‘SunGanges’, shook up some
people and won a few good awards before
making it to Netflix.




Narmada : A Valley Rises pmocwm: & wuges Sypes
by Ali Kazimi e9es 8220 | India | 1994 | 87 mins

Film Synopsis

The film documents the activist campaign of Narmada Bachao Andolan led Medha Patkar
against the then-proposed Narmada Dam project in Gujarat. It included a 200-kilometre
protest march by over 6,000 people that followed Gandhi’s principles of non-violent
resistance.

Thesoogyy BgdoeRar JSwhewe Wiz duren aleadoh Aty ey Hoge° Seggd Bbewe
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Filmmaker’s Bio

In 2019, Ali Kazimi became the first Indo-Canadian to be honoured with the Governor
General’s Award for Lifetime Achievement in Visual and Media Arts for over three decade
of ground-breaking work as a documentary and media artist whose work deals with race,
social justice, migration, history and memory. He is currently Associate Professor in the
Department of Cinema & Media Arts at York University, where he has also served as the
Chair of the Department.




Agar Woh Desh Banati woos @p rezs wpes
by Maheen Mirza &akes® @293t | India | 2018 | 60 mins

Film Synopsis

Rural, Adivasi women from the villages
of Chhattisgarh critique the grand plan
of development of the country. As mines
and power plants appear and grow in
monstrous proportions around them, many
of them have been cheated of their land and
compensation. As they grapple with all this,
they seek justice for themselves and their
communities and share their thoughts about
how the development of a country should be.
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Filmmaker’s Bio

As a part of Ektara Collective, Maheen has anchored the production of several documentary
and fiction films such as Turup, Hotel Rahgir, If She Built a Country, Prison Diaries, etc. The
Collective has developed a unique way of scripting, producing, distributing and screening
films across the country by engaging deeply with people’s movements and cultural groups.




Up the Yangtze wzs & omord
by Yung Chang 032000% %00 | China | 2008 | 93 mins

“A GLORIOUSLY CINEMATIC DOC!™

UP THE

TERSLL

() (o222

I'he river that crased her past

will write her future

Film Synopsis

Two lonely humans against a picturesque
landscape. Two meloncholic figures among
the massive Three Gorges Dam — the largest
hydroelectric project in the world. 16 year
old Yu Shui, with her family’s livelihood and
home being drowned in the ever rising river
is now ironically employed on a luxury tourist
boat guiding tourists on a ‘farewell to Three
Gorges tour'.
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Filmmaker’s Bio

Yung Chang is a Chinese Canadian film director and was part of the collective member
directors of Canadian film production firm EyeSteelFilm. A graduate of the Meisner acting
technique from the Neighborhood Playhouse School of the Theatre in NYC and Concordia
University’s Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema in Montreal, Chang’s films are recognized
for being humanistic stories exploring emotionally complex characters through a cinematic

lens.




Niyamgiri, You are still Alive
DOIINID 03N GTF {e© @Q%n@
by Suma Jasson @53 @e@® | India | 2010 |1 17 mins

L

NIYAMGIRI YOU ARE STILL ALIVE

Film Synopsis

‘Niyamgiri You Are Still Alive is a film that talks about the anti-bauxite mining campaign in
Orissa, India, led by the indigenous communities against Sterlite a subsidiary of the U.K.
mining company Vedanta.
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Filmmaker’s Bio

Suma Josson is an Indian-American journalist and filmmaker. Her documentary film
Niyamgiri, You are still alive, on the ecological and human damage done by bauxite mining,
won a first prize in the Short Film, Environment category at the 2010 International Film
Festival of India.




Ningal Aranaye Kando? | Have you seen the Arana?
DRETR03BOBME? | g™ 032 @ep® 5 95Hn?
by Sunanda Bhat @ogome 4555 | India | 2012 1 73 mins

Film Synopsis

In a world that has grown more uncertain,

HAVE YOU o ’ where diversity and differences make way

SEEN THE ARANA?
MIBBUD @ROTMH® HETEI?
A FILM BY SUNANDA BHAT

W for standardisation and uniformity, the film
X & explores the effects of a rapidly changing
landscape on lives and livelihoods. Set in
Wayanad, in South India, ‘Have you seen
the arana?’ is a journey through a rich
and biodiverse region that is witnessing
drastic transformation in the name of
development.
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Filmmaker’s Bio

Sunanda Bhat is a documentary filmmaker based in Bangalore. She has made several award-
winning documentaries and short films that have been screened in various international film
festivals. Her interest in non-fiction films is to represent people living on the margins of an
intricate and stratified Indian society. She looks at ways to bring in textures of landscape
through layers of the lives of her characters.




Dweepa gea
by Girish Kasaravalli ®@ez® BoBsSY | India | 2002 | 132 mins

Film Synopsis

Nagi is the pillar of her small family that includes her husband and her rigid father-in-law. As
Nagi is with the possibility of losing her home due to the construction of a dam, she proves
her strength.

0, BB DY) VT Y e T B Ty Be0T BHICT0EI. WEIBEY TPERDOWRE ST
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Filmmaker’s Bio

Girish Kasaravalli is an Indian film director, in the Kannada cinema, and one of the pioneers
of the Parallel Cinema. Known internationally for his works, Kasaravalli has garnered fourteen
National Film Awards, including four Best Feature Films; Ghatashraddha, Tabarana Kathe,
Thaayi Saheba and Dweepa.
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